
LAND USE COMMITTEE
December 08, 2020

www.somervillezoning.com



Mayor Joseph A Curtatone
Office of Strategic Planning
& Community Development

ITEMS ADDRESSED
209478: That the Director of SPCD present recommendations for an "Affordable Housing Overlay 
District" to this Council’s Committee on Land Use, to facilitate the construction of new affordable 
housing.

210841 : Requesting approval of the attached amendments to the Zoning Ordinances to establish an 
Affordable Housing Overlay District.



Mayor Joseph A Curtatone
Office of Strategic Planning
& Community Development



Mayor Joseph A Curtatone
Office of Strategic Planning
& Community Development



Mayor Joseph A Curtatone
Office of Strategic Planning
& Community Development

ACCESSIBILITY
1. Ground Story Elevation: 2 ft (min)
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ACCESSIBILITY
1. Ground Story Elevation: 2 ft (min)

• Reduces flood damage
• Reduces rotting of building materials due to contact with 

the earth
• Natural insulation
• Improved heating and cooling efficiency
• Improved pest control
• Prevents tree removal required for slab foundations 
• Reduces home improvement costs (water, sewer, 

electrical)
• Increases privacy 
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ACCESSIBILITY
1. Ground Story Elevation: 2 ft (min)

2. All residential buildings [] must provide at least one (1) 
zero step entrance at the front, side, or rear of the 
building. 
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ACCESSIBILITY
1. Ground Story Elevation: 2 ft (min)

2. All residential buildings [] must provide at least one (1) 
zero step entrance at the front, side, or rear of the 
building. 

• Per Article VI of the Code of Ordinances, City of 
Somerville, Massachusetts, reasonable 
accommodation may be requested to comply with 
this standard.
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ACCESSIBILITY
1. Ground Story Elevation: 2 ft (min)

2. All residential buildings [] must provide at least one (1) 
zero step entrance at the front, side, or rear of the 
building. 

• Per Article VI of the Code of Ordinances, City of 
Somerville, Massachusetts, reasonable 
accommodation may be requested to comply with 
this standard.

• Landscape Slope
• Constructed Ramp
• Mechanical Lift
• Zoning Exemptions (per Article VI above)

• Slab on Grade Foundation
• Different Setbacks
• Different Ground Story Elevation
• etc.
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ITEMS ADDRESSED
209810 : That the Director of SPCD consider revising the city's zoning to include universal ADA 
accessible design standards in new developments.
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ITEMS ADDRESSED
210783 : That the Director of SPCD present zoning recommendations to establish density bonuses in 
certain areas, including increased building height, in exchange for additional community benefits.
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