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ITEMS ADDRESSED

1. 209478: That the Director of SPCD present recommendations for an "Affordable Housing
Overlay District" to this Council’'s Committee on Land Use, to facilitate the construction of new
affordable housing.

Mayor Joseph A Curtatone
Office of Strategic Planning
& Community Development
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING (AH)
Intent
To implement recommendations of Sorner\ision for
affordable housing
To incraase the supply of AFORGAILE DWILUNG Usats in

the City of Somerville

Purpose

To permit the development of bmldws hat provide all
dwalling units as 4w

To permit additonal l.ih&md use ntensity, additonal

budding height, and additonal tolorance for dimenszional
standsis 10 incentiize the development of »

Applicability

This Section is apphcable 10 real property located in the
Residental Dustricts (Amicle 34 and Mid-Rise Districts
(Articla 41, as specified for each zoning district

The provisions of this Section supplement or
supersede the provisions of the distrcts upon which
s supeamposed Apphcants may choose 16 comply
with all of the appicable provisions of this Section in
Seu of complyng with those same provisions of the
underying zoning distnct

Where the pronsicns of this Section conflct with
those found elsewhere in this Ordinance, the
provsions of this Section apply

Development subject 10 his Section is exempt from
Section 12 1 Affordable Housing

Neighborhood Residence

Bulding Types

1 The following building types are permitted by right

2l Cottage (5317

bl Detached House (5318

o). Sem+Datoched House (53 19)

d Duplex (53 1.10)

). Detached Triple Decker (53111

1} Backyard Cottage {3.112)

Withn the 1/2 Mia Transit Area, the following

addtonal buikdng types are permitted by nght

a  SermDetached Tnple Decker (53 2 8)

bl MultrPlex (§3.2.8)

¢). Apartrnent House (33 2 81

dl. Rowhouses (§3 2 11)

Dimansional Complance

1 Development may deviate by up 1o five percent
(5%) from any manmum kot coverage, minimum
green soote, Minkmum open space, front and side
buiding setbacks, mirsmurm facade buiki out. and
masrmum floor plate specdied for sach bulding

8. OVERLAY DISTRICTS
Affordable Housing (AH)

type elsewhere in this Ordinance.
¢ Use Provisons
i, Development is exempt from any maxmum
numbar of dweling unds, maximum number of
dwelling units per lot specified elsewhere in this
Crdnance
All dweling units must be

5. Urban Residonce
2 Buiding Type
i The maximum number of stones permitted for

Toble 815

HNumber of Stories (max)

sach building type is specified on Table 815
b Dimensional Comphance
I Development of any building type permitted by
this Secton may deviate by up 1o five percent
5%} from any maximum lot coverage, minenum
FO0n 3c0re, menmum open tpace, front and sxde
building setbacks, munimum facade budd out, snd
maximum floor plste spacified for each buildng
type elsswhere in this Ordinance.
¢ Use Provisions
1 Development 15 exempt from any maxmum
number of dweling unds, maximum number of
dwelling units per lot, minemum gross floor area
per dwalling une spacied elsewhere in this
Crdnance

i All dweling units must be 4

6. Mid-Rise Districts

Building Types

I The followng bulding types are permitted by nght
al Apartment Buidng

). Ganeral Buiding

The maximum number of stocies and the
maximimum buiding haight permitted for each

-

8. OVERLAY DIST RICTS

Affordable Housing

Table 8.1.6

Number of Stoties (max)
Mdfise3 ST
Mid-Rise 4, Mid-Rize 5, Mid-Rize 6 7/ 7

Building Height, Feet (max) Sl (=N
Mid-Rise 3 soft | 521
Mid-Rise 4, Mid Rise 5. Mid-Rise 6 86ft | 88 ft

buildng type 15 specified on Table 816
b, Dimnensonal Comp!

i Development of any bulding type peemittad by
this Section may deviate by up to fre parcent
(5%} from any maxmum kot coverage, minimum
greon score, minmum open space, front and side
building setbacks, mirsmurn facade build out. and
asmum floor plate specdied for each budding
type elsewhare in this Crdnance

¢ Use Proveions

. Household Living and Group Lning uses are
pormitted

i The use of any upper story of a genral buildng is
limited to the followng principal use categones
o) Crac & Insatutional
bl Resdential

#. Development is exempt from any minimum gross
floor area per dwelling unit specified elsewhers in
this Ordinance

. All dwelling units must be affordable dwelling
units.

V. Atleast forty parcent 0% of the leasable floce
aroa of any goneral budding must be cccupied by
uses from the Residontal use categorios

d Parking & Mobdity

. Development may daviste by up 1o five percant
5%) from the mnimum numbee of bicyde parking
3paces required por dwelling unit

Mayor Joseph A Curtatone
Office of Strategic Planning
& Community Development
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Applicability
. NR, UR, MR3-6 districts as specified
. Standards differ based on underlying zoning district

Neighborhood Residence

*  No density restriction

. 100% ADUs required

* Al NR building types permitted by-right

*  Four (4) additional UR building types permitted by-right in
Transit Areas

+  Some dimensional standards provided 5% flexibility

Urban Residence

*  No density restriction

. 100% ADUs required

* All building types permitted to be four (4) stories

e All UR building types permitted by-right

+  Some dimensional standards provided 5% flexibility

Mid-Rise Districts

*  No density restrictions

. 100% ADUs required

*  Apartment buildings and general buildings permitted by-right

*  Household Living uses permitted by-right

* 4 stories on any MR3 lot

* 7 stories on any MR4, MR5, or MR6 lot

*  Some dimensional standards provided 5% flexibility

Mayor Joseph A Curtatone
Office of Strategic Planning
& Community Development



Neighborhood Residence

* No density restrictions

* 100% ADUs required

« All building types permitted by-right

« Some dimensional standards provided 5%

flexibility

G 6

Mayor Joseph A Curtatone
Office of Strategic Planning
& Community Development



Neighborhood Residence
+ Transit Area

* No density restrictions

* 100% ADUs required

* Four (4) additional building types permitted
« All building types permitted by-right

*« Some dimensional standards provided 5%
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Urban Residence

* No density restrictions

* 100% ADUs required

* All buildings permitted to be four (4) stories
« All building types permitted by-right

*« Some dimensional standards provided 5%
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Four (4) stories
already permitted

Mayor Joseph A Curtatone
Office of Strategic Planning
& Community Development



Mid-Rise 3 (?) — Mid-Rise 6

* No density restrictions

* 100% ADUs required

« All buildings permitted to be seven (7) stories?

« All building types permitted by-right

« Some dimensional standards provided 5%
flexibility

Mayor Joseph A Curtatone
Office of Strategic Planning
& Community Development



Mid-Rise 4 — Mid-Rise 6 (?)

* No density restrictions

* 100% ADUs required

« All buildings permitted to be seven (7) stories

« All building types permitted by-right

*« Some dimensional standards provided 5%
flexibility

Mayor Joseph A Curtatone
Office of Strategic Planning
& Community Development



Discussion:

During Fall 2019 Adoption Hearings
«  Mid-Rise 4
« Abutting NR/UR = OK

* Mid-Rise 5 & Mid-Rise 6
» Abutting NR requires 30" Setback for
Hth & 6t Story

Mayor Joseph A Curtatone
Office of Strategic Planning
& Community Development
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Setback Requirements

Office of Strategic Plannin

& Community Develo



3 to 4 Story Adjacencies

Teele
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3 to 4 Story Adjacencies
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3 to 4 Story Adjacencies
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3 to 4 Story Adjacencies
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Applicability
. NR, UR, MR3-6 districts as specified
. Standards differ based on underlying zoning district

Neighborhood Residence

*  No density restriction

. 100% ADUs required

* Al NR building types permitted by-right

*  Four (4) additional UR building types permitted by-right in
Transit Areas

+  Some dimensional standards provided 5% flexibility

Urban Residence

*  No density restriction

. 100% ADUs required

* All building types permitted to be four (4) stories

e All UR building types permitted by-right

+  Some dimensional standards provided 5% flexibility

Mid-Rise Districts

*  No density restrictions

. 100% ADUs required

*  Apartment buildings and general buildings permitted by-right

*  Household Living uses permitted by-right

* 4 stories on any MR3 lot

* 7 stories on any MR4, MR5, or MR6 lot

*  Some dimensional standards provided 5% flexibility

Mayor Joseph A Curtatone
Office of Strategic Planning
& Community Development



