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TONIGHT’S AGENDA

1. Zoning Atlas Updated
2. District Overview
3. Misc. Version 4 Additions
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Residential Districts

SUMMARY 

Buildings
• Most permitted By Right
• Carriage house permitted by Site Plan Approval

• Carriage house impacts mitigated through 
permit conditions

Uses
• Residential: Household living permitted by 

right; group living by special permit
• Dorms, chapter houses, homeless shelters, 

rooming houses prohibited in NR; Dorms, 
chapter houses, rooming houses by SP in UR 
(but only dwelling units are permitted)

• Home occupations/urban ag permitted by right
• Limited commercial uses in former purpose 

built commercial buildings

Parking
• Accessory parking permitted
• Commercial parking prohibited
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Residential Districts

INSIDE A TRANSIT AREA 

Parking
• Parking maximum for residential 

(further than ½ mile)
• Parking maximum for commercial 

(further than ¼ mile)
• No on-street parking permits for 

new residents
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Residential Districts

OUTSIDE A TRANSIT AREA 

Parking
• Parking minimum for residential 

(further than ½ mile)
• Parking minimum for commercial 

(further than ¼ mile)
• No restrictions for on-street 

resident permits
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Neighborhood Residence

Triple Decker

• Permitted in certain, uniform circumstances:

“The detached triple decker building type is permitted 
only on a compliant lot that is either abutting at the side 
or directly opposite on any thoroughfare from a lot with 
an existing triple decker building type.”
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Neighborhood Residence

Adjusted Setbacks (all principal building types)

• Lots with front driveways; building set t one side
• 3 ft side setback, 12 ft sum of side setbacks

• Lots without front driveways; building centered on lot
• 5 ft side setback; 10 ft sum of side setbacks

• Building Separation - 10 ft ‘forcefield’ from all structures
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Distance from nearest lot line # of Lots % of total (11,733)

0 - 2 feet
(0 feet exactly)

7,289
(4,814)

61.91%
(40.89%)

2 feet - 4 feet 2,406 20.44%

4 feet - 6 feet 1,272 10.80%

6 feet - 8 feet 477 4.05%

8 feet - 10 feet 192 1.63%

10 feet - 12 feet 64 0.54%

12 feet - 14 feet 39 0.33%

14+ feet 34 0.29%

Side Setbacks
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Neighborhood Residence

Tier 3 Affordable 3rd Unit

• House
• Triple Decker
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Neighborhood Residence

Carriage Houses

• Permitted by Site Plan Approval
• Carriage house impacts mitigated through permit 

conditions
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Neighborhood Residence

Unit Orientation Examples
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Mid-Rise & High-Rise Districts

SUMMARY

Buildings
• Permitted by Site Plan Approval

• Impacts are mitigated through permit 
conditions

Uses
• Residential permitted by Special Permit

Open Space
• On site ‘open space’ required

• Payment in lieu of open space permitted

Parking
• MR3, MR4, MR5: Accessory parking permitted
• MR 5, MR6, HR: Accessory parking prohibited
• All Districts: Commercial parking permitted
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Mid-Rise & High-Rise Districts

INSIDE A TRANSIT AREA 

Parking
• Parking maximum for commercial 

(within 1/4 mile)
• Parking maximum for residential 

(within 1/2 mile)
• No on-street parking permits for 

new residents
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Mid-Rise & High-Rise Districts

OUTSIDE A TRANSIT AREA 

Parking
• Parking minimum for commercial 

(further than 1/4 mile) 
• Parking minimum for residential 

(further than 1.2 mile)
• No restrictions for on-street 

resident permits
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Mid-Rise & High-Rise Districts

Open Space

• 15% ‘Open Space’ required on site (yards, forecourts, 
courtyards, green roofs)

• In-lieu payment permitted for up to 100% of requirement
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Mid-Rise & High-Rise Districts

Open Space

Development in MR & HR will:
• Either build yards, forecourts, 

courtyards, green roofs; or
• contribute funds to the Public 

Space Acquisition Fund.
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Mid-Rise & High-Rise Districts

Development Benefits

• Standards for ADUs and Linkage added to the pages for 
each building type.
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Development Benefits

“Unless otherwise specified, ADUs must be provided as 
specified in Article 3: Residential Districts, Article 4: Mid-Rise 
Districts, Article 5: High-Rise Districts, Article 7: Special 
Districts, and Article 8: Overlay Districts.”
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Commercial Districts

SUMMARY

Buildings
• Permitted by Site Plan Approval

• Impacts are mitigated through permit 
conditions

Uses
• Residential prohibited

Open Space
• CC: On site ‘open space’ required

• Payment in lieu of open space permitted

Parking
• CC: Accessory parking prohibited; commercial 

parking permitted
• FAB, CI, CB: Accessory parking permitted, 

commercial parking permitted
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Commercial Districts

INSIDE A TRANSIT AREA 

Parking
• Parking maximum for commercial 

(within ¼ mile) 
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Commercial Districts

OUTSIDE A TRANSIT AREA 

Parking
• Parking minimum for commercial 

(further than ¼ mile)



Mayor Joseph A Curtatone
Office of Strategic Planning

& Community Development

Mid-Rise & High-Rise Districts

Open Space

• 25% ‘Open Space’ required on site (yards, forecourts, 
courtyards, green roofs)

• In-lieu payment permitted for up to 100% of requirement
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Special Districts & Overlay Districts

REORGANIZED

REWRITTEN
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Special Districts

SUMMARY

Special districts are custom written to produce 
specific outcomes:

Civic  Governs municipal or state 
owned land; primarily to 
preserve public spaces

Powderhouse Redevelopment of former 
school

Tufts  Educational campus

Assembly Square Former PUD
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Special Districts

TRANSIT AREA? 

Parking
• Requirements specific to each 

special district regardless of transit 
area
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Overlay Districts

Small Business (SB)
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Overlay Districts

Master Planned Development (MPD)
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Overlay Districts

BOYNTON YARDS SUB AREA

Requirements 
• Minimum 6 Stories
• Underground Parking
• Net Zero or LEED Platinum
• 20% Civic Space (about 3 acres)
• 1,500 space District Parking Maximum
• Minimum 60% Commercial; 5% Arts & Creative
• 10-20K sf. Community Center

Master Plan
• Two or more lots; subdivision (creation of new streets) 
• May aggregate requirements across multiple lots
• In-lieu payment for up to 10% of the required Civic Space 

Contributing Lot
• Requires a Special Permit
• In-lieu payment for up to 100% of the required Civic Space
• In-lieu payment for up to 100% of the required non-

residential floor area
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Overlay Districts

BOYNTON YARDS SUB AREA

• Building based open space requirement exempted
• Height & density limitations exempted
• Location of required new streets specified
• At least 52,000 sf (1.19 ac.) civic space required in the 

specified location
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Overlay Districts

UNION SQUARE EAST

• Removed for v4
• Additional Planning requested
• Staff has begun reaching out to 

property owners
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Misc. Additions

Zero-Step Entrances

Building Separation
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